
3517.1010 Disposal of excess funds 
 
 (A) As used in this section: 
 
(1) "Aggregate contribution," "allowable aggregate contribution," "excess aggregate contribution," and "pre-filing 
period" have the same meanings as in section 3517.109 of the Revised Code. 
 
(2) "Filing deadline" means the last date on which a candidacy petition may be filed for an office. 
 
(3) "Campaign asset" means prepaid, purchased, or donated assets, goods, or services available to the candidate's 
campaign committee on the date specified in the filing required under division (F) of this section that will be 
consumed, depleted, or used in the course of the candidate's election campaign, including, but not limited to, 
postage, rent for any campaign office, radio, television, and newspaper advertising, and consulting and personal 
services. 
 
(4) "Permitted funds" means one of the following: 
 
(a) In the case of a disposal of excess funds under division (B)(1) of this section, the sum of the primary carry-in 
amount and the product of both of the following: 
 
(i) The sum of the campaign committee's net cash on hand and the campaign committee's total reported 
campaign assets on the day of the primary election less the primary carry-in amount; 
 
(ii) The ratio of the sum of the allowable aggregate contributions of each contributor to the sum of all 
contributions received, during the period extending from the first day on which, in accordance with division (D) 
of section 3517.103 of the Revised Code, the contribution limitations prescribed in section 3517.102 of the 
Revised Code no longer apply to the campaign committee through the end of the primary election period. 
 
For the purposes of division (A)(4)(a) of this section, the allowable aggregate contribution of each contributor is 
calculated as if the limitations on contributions prescribed in section 3517.102 of the Revised Code were in effect. 
 
As used in division (A)(4)(a) of this section, "primary carry-in amount" is the sum of the campaign committee's 
cash on hand and reported campaign assets as reported on the campaign committee's declaration of no limits 
filed pursuant to division (D) of section 3517.103 of the Revised Code. 
 
(b) In the case of a disposal of excess funds under division (B)(5) of this section, the product of both of the 
following: 
 
(i) The sum of the cash on hand and reported campaign assets at the end of the thirty-first day of December 
immediately following the general election; 
 
(ii) The ratio of the sum of the allowable aggregate contributions of each contributor and the general carry-in 
amount to the sum of all contributions received during the general election period and the general carry-in 
amount. 
 
For the purposes of division (A)(4)(b) of this section, when a candidate has filed a declaration of no limits under 
division (D)(2) of section 3517.103 of the Revised Code, the allowable aggregate contribution calculated for each 
contributor is calculated as if the limitations on contributions prescribed in section 3517.102 of the Revised Code 
were in effect. 
 



As used in division (A)(4)(b) of this section, "general carry-in amount" is the sum of the campaign committee's 
reported campaign assets and net cash on hand as of the day of the primary election, after the committee has 
disposed of excess funds under division (B)(1) of this section, if required. "General election period" has the same 
meaning as in section 3517.102 of the Revised Code. 
 
(5) "Excess funds" means the amount by which the sum of the campaign committee's cash on hand on the date 
specified in the filing required to be made under division (F) of this section and total reported campaign assets 
exceeds permitted funds. 
 
(6) "Net cash on hand" means the cash on hand on the day of the primary election less the sum of all debts and 
obligations reported under division (F) of this section. 
 
(B)(1) Except as otherwise provided in division (G) of this section, the campaign committee of any candidate who 
has filed a declaration of no limits in accordance with division (D) of section 3517.103 of the Revised Code, and 
to which the contribution limitations prescribed in section 3517.102 of the Revised Code no longer apply during 
a primary election period, shall dispose of any excess funds not later than fourteen days after the day on which 
the primary election was held. 
 
(2) The campaign committee of any candidate that has filed a personal funds notice under division (C)(1) or (2) of 
section 3517.103 of the Revised Code shall, at the end of the primary election period, do one of the following: 
 
(a) Return that portion of the personal funds remaining in the candidate's campaign committee fund at the end 
of the primary election period that are excess funds not later than fourteen days after the day on which the 
primary election was held; 
 
(b) Retain the personal funds remaining in the candidate's campaign committee fund at the end of the primary 
election period and file a statement with the secretary of state declaring that the campaign committee will retain 
those remaining personal funds in the committee's campaign fund and indicating the amount of remaining 
personal funds that would be characterized as excess funds. 
 
(3) If a campaign committee elects to retain personal funds pursuant to division (B)(2)(b) of this section, both of 
the following apply: 
 
(a) The amount characterized as excess funds is considered to be an expenditure of personal funds for the purpose 
of determining whether the amount of personal funds the campaign committee has received under division (C)(1) 
or (2) of section 3517.103 of the Revised Code during an election period exceeds the amounts specified in those 
divisions. 
 
(b) The campaign committee is not a designated state campaign committee for the purpose of making 
contributions to a legislative campaign fund or to the state candidate fund of a state or county political party. 
 
(4) Except as otherwise provided in division (G) of this section, the campaign committee of any candidate that 
has expended personal funds in excess of the amount specified in division (C)(1) or (2) of section 3517.103 of the 
Revised Code shall dispose of any excess funds not later than fourteen days after the day on which the primary 
election is held or the thirty-first day of December after the day on which the general election was held, 
whichever is applicable, or choose to retain personal funds under division (B)(2) of this section.  The calculation 
of excess funds under this division shall be made in the same manner that a campaign committee is required to 
dispose of excess funds under division (B)(1) or (5) of this section, whichever election period is applicable.  For 
the purposes of this division, the allowable aggregate contribution of each contributor, including one or more 
contributions from the candidate and from the candidate's spouse, parents, children, sons-in-law, 



daughters-in-law, brothers, sisters, grandparents, mothers-in-law, fathers-in-law, brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law, or 
grandparents by marriage, is calculated for that contributor as if the contribution limitations prescribed by 
section 3517.102 of the Revised Code were in effect. 
 
(5) Except as otherwise provided in division (G) of this section, the campaign committee of any candidate to 
which, in accordance with division (D) of section 3517.103 of the Revised Code, the contribution limitations 
prescribed in section 3517.102 of the Revised Code no longer apply during a general election period shall dispose 
of any excess funds not later than the thirty-first day of December after the day on which the general election 
was held. 
 
(6) Notwithstanding division (B) of section 3517.109 of the Revised Code, the amount of excess aggregate 
contributions required to be disposed of under that division by a candidate whose contribution limitations have 
been reimposed pursuant to division (D)(4) of section 3517.103 of the Revised Code is limited to no more than 
the sum of the following: 
 
(a) The difference between the sum of the cash on hand and reported campaign assets on the date of the 
declaration of candidacy filing deadline, date of death, or date of withdrawal, whichever is applicable, less the 
sum of the cash on hand and reported campaign assets reported on the campaign committee's declaration of no 
limits under division (D)(2) of section 3517.103 of the Revised Code; 
 
(b) The sum of the aggregate excess contributions of all contributors made from the beginning of the primary 
election period to the day immediately preceding the day on which contribution limitations prescribed in section 
3517.102 of the Revised Code became inapplicable pursuant to division (D)(1) of section 3517.103 of the Revised 
Code. 
 
(C) Any campaign committee that is required to dispose of excess funds or excess aggregate contributions under 
division (B) of this section shall dispose of the excess amount or amounts in accordance with division (C) of 
section 3517.109 of the Revised Code. 
 
(D)(1) Any candidate who knowingly fails to dispose of excess funds or excess aggregate contributions as 
required by divisions (B) and (C) of this section, except a candidate whose campaign committee has been given a 
letter of substantial compliance as provided for in division (D)(2) of this section, shall not appear on the ballot, 
even if the candidate has been certified to appear on the ballot. 
 
(2) The secretary of state shall, after initially examining and reviewing any declaration provided for in division 
(F) of this section and making a determination that a campaign committee has substantially complied with the 
disposal requirements of division (B) of this section, promptly issue to the candidate's campaign committee a 
letter certifying that committee's substantial compliance. 
 
(3) The campaign committee of a candidate for state office as defined in division (A) of section 3517.109 of the 
Revised Code has not substantially complied with the disposal requirements of division (B) of this section if, 
upon initial review of a declaration filed pursuant to division (F) of this section, it is discovered that the 
candidate's campaign committee has failed to dispose of excess funds or excess aggregate contributions totaling in 
the aggregate more than ten thousand dollars. 
 
(4) The campaign committee of a candidate for member of the general assembly has not substantially complied 
with the disposal requirements of division (B) of this section if, upon initial review of a declaration filed pursuant 
to division (F) of this section, it is discovered that the candidate's campaign committee has failed to dispose of 
excess funds or excess aggregate contributions totaling in the aggregate more than twenty-five hundred dollars. 
 



(5) Any campaign committee that has received a letter indicating substantial compliance as provided for in 
division (D)(2) of this section shall, within thirty days after receiving such a letter, fully comply with the disposal 
requirements of division (B) of this section. 
 
(E) When the campaign committee of a candidate files a personal funds notice in accordance with division (C), or 
a declaration of no limits in accordance with division (D), of section 3517.103 of the Revised Code, the campaign 
committee of each such candidate shall file in the case of a primary election period a declaration of primary-day 
finances not later than fourteen days after the day on which the primary election was held, or shall file in the 
case of a general election period a declaration of year-end finances not later than the last business day of January 
of the next calendar year immediately following the day on which the general election was held. 
 
(F) The declaration of primary-day finances and declaration of year-end finances shall be filed on a form 
prescribed by the secretary of state and shall list all of the following: 
 
(1) The amount of net cash on hand in the candidate's campaign committee fund at the end of the day on which 
the primary election was held or cash on hand on the thirty-first day of December immediately following the 
day on which the general election was held, whichever is appropriate; 
 
(2) In the case of a declaration of primary-day finances, any debt or other obligation incurred by the committee 
during the primary election period and related to the primary election of the campaign committee's candidate; 
 
(3) The value and description of all campaign assets worth five hundred dollars or more available to the candidate 
at the end of the day on which the primary election was held or on the thirty-first day of December immediately 
following the day on which the general election was held; 
 
(4) The total of all aggregate contributions received by the candidate's campaign committee during the primary 
or general election period; 
 
(5) The total of all allowable aggregate contributions received by the candidate's campaign committee during the 
primary or general election period, whichever is applicable.  The allowable aggregate contribution of each 
contributor shall be calculated as if the contribution limitations prescribed by section 3517.102 of the Revised 
Code were in effect. 
 
(6) A description of all excess funds and excess aggregate contributions disposed of by the candidate's campaign 
committee in accordance with division (B) of this section for that election. 
 
(G) The campaign committee of a candidate is not required to dispose of excess funds or excess aggregate 
contributions under division (B) of this section if both of the following apply: 
 
(1) The campaign committee has not accepted any aggregate contribution greater than the amount applicable 
under that division. 
 
(2) The campaign committee files on a form, prescribed by the secretary of state, with the official or board with 
which the candidate is required to file statements under section 3517.11 of the Revised Code, stating that the 
committee has not accepted aggregate contributions as described in division (G)(1) of this section. 


