
MINUTES 
OF 

THE OHIO ELECTIONS COMMISSION 
Meeting of February 24, 2022 

 
The Ohio Elections Commission came to order at 10:00 A.M. on Thursday, February 24, 2022, in Room 
1932 on the nineteenth floor of the Riffe Center, located at 77 South High St., Columbus, Ohio and also 
remotely through Microsoft TEAMS. 

 
 MEMBERS PRESENT   STAFF PRESENT 
 Natasha Kaufman, Vice Chair  Philip C. Richter, Staff Attorney 
 Dennis B. Brommer    Christopher Hughes, Administrative Assistant 

D. Michael Crites   
Catherine A. Cunningham 
Ernest C. Knight 
Charleta B. Tavares 

 
Vice Chair Kaufman called the meeting to order.  After a roll call, all members of the Commission 
were present with the exception of Chair Otto Beatty.  Mr. Crites then moved to excuse Mr. Beatty for 
good cause.  Ms. Tavares seconded the motion.  The motion passed 6 – 0.  Ms. Tavares moved 
approval of the minutes of the meeting of February 10, 2022.  Mr. Crites seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 6 – 0. 
 
PRELIMINARY REVIEW  
 
Christine Patel, et al.  (Case No. 2021R-392).  Mr. Richter introduced the case to the Commission 
and explained the basis for his recommendation for the Commission to find a violation and impose 
a fine of $50.  Mr. Richter indicated that candidate, Christine Patel was present if the Commission 
wanted to hear from her.  Ms. Patel was sworn and made a statement to the Commission.  She 
explained the circumstances surrounding the 2020 primary election, that the committee was not 
terminated at that time and the subsequent events where she eventually filed the outstanding 
reports and terminated the committee.  She explained how it was necessary for a loan that was 
made by her husband had to be forgiven.  Commission members asked questions and Mr. Richter 
restated his recommendation.  Mr. Brommer moved to accept Mr. Richter’s recommendation to 
find a violation and impose a fine of $50.  Mr. Crites seconded the motion.  The motion passed 4 – 
2 (Ms. Cunningham and Ms. Tavares voted no). 
 
Aharon Brown, er al. (Case No. 2021R-385).  Mr. Richter introduced the case to the Commission.  
He outlined the allegations contained in the complaint and the statements provided by the 
respondent.  Mr. Richter indicated that his recommendation was based on circumstances similar 
to the previous matter and that he was recommending that the Commission find a violation and 
impose a fine of $50.  Respondent Aharon Brown was sworn and made a statement to the 
Commission.  Commission members asked questions and commented on the case.  Mr. 
Brommer then moved to accept Mr. Richter’s recommendation to find a violation and impose a 
fine of $50.  Mr. Crites seconded the motion.  The motion passed 6 – 0. 
 
Jeremy Dietrich, er al. (Case No. 2021R-412).  Mr. Richter introduced the case to the 
Commission.  He outlined the allegations contained in the complaint and informed the 
Commission that no response had been submitted in the case.  Mr. Richter indicated that the 
respondent, Jeremy Dietrich, was present in the meeting room and that his statement could 
impact his recommendation.  Mr. Dietrich was sworn and made a statement to the Commission.  
He explained the circumstances of his case and also informed the Commission that it was 
possible that another referral might be coming to the Commission from the Cuyahoga County 
Board, as he was still working to finalize additional reports.  Commission members asked 
questions and commented on the case, particularly as it pertained to the possibility that the 
Commission could receive another referral.  Mr. Richter indicated, after hearing from the  
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respondent that his recommendation was now to find a violation but for good cause shown not 
impose a fine or refer the matter for further prosecution.  Mr. Dietrich offered additional 
comments.  Commission members suggested that the matter could be continued to have it 
consolidated with any potential referral, but after further discussion, Ms. Cunningham then moved 
to accept Mr. Richter’s recommendation to find a violation but for good cause shown not impose 
a fine or refer the matter for further prosecution.  Ms. Tavares seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 6 – 0. 
 
GROUP CONSIDERATIONS 
 
Mr. Richter recommended that the Commission find a violation in Case Nos. 2021R-402, 2021R-405, 
2021R-406, 2021R-409, 2021R-415, 2021R-420, 2021R-421, 2021R-428, 2021R-429 and 2021R-
432 but for good cause not impose a fine or refer the matter for further prosecution.  Mr. Richter 
explained the basis for his recommendation.  Mr. Knight moved to accept Mr. Richter’s 
recommendation.  Ms. Cunningham seconded the motion.  The motion passed 6 – 0. 
 
Mr. Richter recommended that the Commission find a violation in Case Nos. 2021R-381, 2021R-388, 
2021R-390, 2021R-393, 2021R-395, 2021R-407, 2021R-408, 2021R-410, 2021R-411, 2021R-418, 
2021R-422, 2021R-424, 2021R-430, 2021R-431 and 2021R-438 and impose a fine of $50.  Mr. 
Richter explained the basis for his recommendation.  Mr. Crites moved to accept Mr. Richter’s 
recommendation.  Ms. Tavares seconded the motion.  The motion passed 6 – 0. 
 
Laborers Local 890 PCE, et al. (Case No. 2021R-401).  Mr. Brommer asked that this matter be 
addressed separately from the group.  Mr. Richter introduced the case to the Commission and stated 
that his recommendation was twofold, as this was a rather rare instance when a complaint, alleging that 
the respondent had failed to include a proper disclaimer on campaign materials, was received from a 
County Board of Elections. Mr. Richter then stated that his recommendation was to find no violation as 
to the Door Hanger piece but to find a violation as it related to the yard sign included in the complaint 
and to impose a fine of $50.  Commission members asked questions of Mr. Richter and commented on 
the case.  Mr. Richter explained the reasoning behind his recommendation to impose a fine of $50.  At 
the conclusion of the discussion period, Ms. Tavares moved to accept Mr. Richter’s recommendation to 
find no violation as to the Door Hanger piece but to find a violation as it related to the yard sign included 
in the complaint and to impose a fine of $50.  Ms. Cunningham seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 6 – 0. 
 
Mr. Richter recommended that the Commission find a violation in Case Nos. 2021R-416, 2021R-425, 
2021R-434, 2021R-437 and 2021R-439 and impose a fine of $100.  Mr. Brommer moved to accept 
Mr. Richter’s recommendation.  Mr. Knight seconded the motion.  The motion passed 6 – 0. 
 
Mr. Richter recommended that the Commission find a violation in Case Nos. 2021R-056, 2021R-066 
and 2021R-157 and impose a fine of $150.  Mr. Richter explained the basis for his recommendation.  
Mr. Crites moved to accept Mr. Richter’s recommendation.  Ms. Cunningham seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 7 – 0. 
 
Korean C. Stevenson, et al. (Case Nos. 2021R-435).  Mr. Richter outlined the case and 
recommended to the Commission that they consolidate this case with Case No. 2020R-037, find a 
violation and impose a fine of $100.  Mr. Richter explained the basis for his recommendation.  Mr. 
Crites moved to accept Mr. Richter’s recommendation to consolidate this case with Case No. 2020R-
037, find a violation and impose a fine of $100. Mr. Brommer seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 6 – 0. 
 
North Shore Federation of Labor PCE, et al. (Case No. 2021R-404).  Mr. Richter outlined the case 
and recommended to the Commission that they find a violation and impose a fine of $150.  Ms. 
Tavares moved to accept Mr. Richter’s recommendation.  Ms. Cunningham seconded the motion.  
The motion passed 6 – 0. 
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North Shore Federation of Labor PAC 160, et al. (Case No. 2021R-404).  Mr. Richter outlined the 
case and recommended to the Commission that they find a violation and impose a fine of $250.  Mr. 
Crites moved to accept Mr. Richter’s recommendation.  Ms. Cunningham seconded the motion.  The 
motion passed 6 – 0. 
 
Mr. Richter recommended that the Commission find a violation in Case Nos. 2021R-397, 2021R-423 
and 2021R-440 and impose a fine of $25 per day commencing on the date the reports were due and 
continuing until such time as the reports are filed.  Mr. Richter further recommended that the 
Commission may reconsider a matter if the reports are filed with the appropriate filing office and 
properly notarized affidavit is received by the Commission within 30 days of notification of the 
disposition. Mr. Crites moved to accept Mr. Richter’s recommendation.  Mr. Brommer seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 6 – 0. 
 
Jalen Alford, et al. (Case Nos. 2021R-382).  Mr. Richter outlined the case and recommended to the 
Commission that they find a violation and impose a fine of $25 per day commencing on the date the 
reports were due and continuing until such time as the reports are filed.  Mr. Richter further 
recommended that the Commission may reconsider a matter if the report is filed with the appropriate 
filing office, a properly notarized affidavit and a payment of $250 are received by the Commission 
within 30 days of notification of the disposition.  Mr. Knight moved to accept Mr. Richter’s 
recommendation.  Mr. Brommer seconded.  The motion passed 6 – 0. 
 
Mr. Richter recommended that the Commission find a violation in Case Nos. 2021R-413 and 2021R-
433 and impose a fine of $25 per day commencing on the date the reports were due and continuing 
until such time as the reports are filed.  Mr. Richter further recommended that the Commission may 
reconsider a matter if the reports are filed with the appropriate filing office, a properly notarized 
affidavit and a payment of $1000 are received by the Commission within 30 days of notification of the 
disposition.  Mr. Crites moved to accept Mr. Richter’s recommendation.  Mr. Knight seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed 6 – 0.  
Michael Mayfield, et al. (Case Nos. 2021R-386).  Mr. Richter outlined the case and recommended to 
the Commission that they find a violation and impose a fine of $9725 plus $25 per day commencing 
on February 24, 2022, and continuing until such time as the report is filed.  Mr. Richter further 
recommended that the Commission may reconsider a matter if the reports are filed with the 
appropriate filing office and a properly notarized affidavit are received by the Commission within 30 
days of notification of the disposition.  Mr. Brommer moved to accept Mr. Richter’s recommendation.  
Ms. Tavares seconded the motion.  The motion passed 6 – 0. 
 
Vice Chair Kaufman continued Case Nos. 2021R-383, 2021R-384, 2021R-387, 2021R-389, 2021R-
391, 2021R-394, 2021R-396, 2021R-398, 2021R-399, 2021R-400, 2021R-414, 2021R-417, 2021R-
419, 2021R-426, 2021R-427, 2021R-436 and 2021R-441. 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Richter then announced that this was the final meeting of the Commission for Ms. Cunningham 
and Mr. Brommer.  He expressed his appreciation for their service on the Commission and that he 
had been blessed by their serving on the Commission, particularly for the second opportunity to work 
with Ms. Cunningham.  All Commission members offered comments on their gratitude to Mr. Brommer 
and Ms. Cunningham for their service with the Commission and expressed that they will be greatly 
missed. Both Ms. Cunningham and Mr. Brommer commented on their time on the Commission and 
expressed their gratefulness for the other members of the Commission and for the efforts of Mr. 
Richter and Mr. Hughes.  Both members commented on the quality of the staff and particularly Mr. 
Hughes. 
 
Mr. Richter announced that the next meeting of the Commission will be March 10, 2022. 
 
Ms. Tavares then moved to adjourn the meeting.  Ms. Cunningham seconded the motion.  The motion 
passed 6 – 0. 
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The court reporter for today’s meeting was Sandy Kin of US Court Reporters. 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Natasha Kaufman, Vice Chair   Dennis B. Brommer  
 

 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
D. Michael Crites     Catherine A. Cunningham     
    
 
_____________________________  _____________________________ 
Ernest C. Knight     Charleta B. Taveras     
    
 

           Natasha Kaufman

           Catherine A. Cunningham

           Charleta B. Tavares

           D. Michael Crites

           Ernest C. Knight

           Dennis B. Brommer


